*    The Banishment of Ya^athingyan    *
months he was able to congratulate himself on small
savings and was pleased by the nervousness of some of
the courtiers, a number of whom had been punished
for petty offences.

This success in the palace tempted him to try his
hand outside. He conceived the idea of baiting Yaza-
thingyan. The Chief Minister was, indeed, offensively
powerful. He had piled up a large fortune and by put-
ting his men into key positions had organised a strong
body of supporters. But he was very competent also,
keeping the country quiet and seeing that the revenue
was paid in punctually. Narathihapate did not dare to
attack him openly, but thought that if he could annoy
him by a series of pinpricks he would make him feel
that there was a king. His discomfiture would be amus-
ing to watch. Perhaps he might do something rash,
something that would give a handle against him.

For some months Narathihapate tried with small re-
sult to provoke his minister, but during a tour to Popa,
undertaken fourteen months after his coronation, he
was more successful. They had reached a village half-
way between the capital and the mountain, where he
intended to stay the night. As usual, the local elders
were waiting to receive him.

'Who is that fellow there?' he asked Yazathingyan.

'That is the headman/ replied the veteran minister.

'How long have you been in charge?* the King asked
the man roughly.

1 was recently appointed by the Honourable the
Chief Minister/ replied the headman with respectful
sturdiness.

*I remember nothing about this/ said Narathihapat6
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